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INTIMACY

Empathy
1.  The action of understanding and expressing that
understanding
2.  Empathy is not the same as concern or worry
3.  Being sensitive to and vicariously experiencing the

feelings, thoughts, and experiences of another without having
the feelings, thoughts, and experience fully communicated in an
objectively explicit manner

4.  Resinating with another person’s state (“Man, I can feel
for you.”)
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Duane Buhrmester and Wyndol Furman
Child Develoment (1987)



3

Social Identification Theory

Loyalty

Gender Difference in Intimacy

“. . . women’s friendships are ‘face-to-face,’ while men’s
friendships are ‘side-by-side’ (Wright 1982)

Laurie McNelles and Jennifer Connolly
York University

Journal of Research on Adolescence 1999

Behavioral dimensions of intimacy was operationalized as
observed engagement in: activity-centered (Level 1) including
(a) sharing an activity (e.g. making a drawing), (b) engaging in
fantasy or role play, and (c) joke telling; discussion of topics
(Level 2) as evidenced when (a) students talked about topics and
events, (b) gossiped, and © shared complaints; personal
disclosure (Level 3) was indicated by (a) talking about one’s
own experiences, (b) expressing individually held opinions, and
(c) making affective disclosures.

Adolescent Cross Gender Friendships

Which should be no surprise.  Boys tends to be attracted to girls
who are younger than them and girls to boys who are older.
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